Cultural Research Projects

[image: image1.wmf]Because this course deals with studying the literature of cultures that may often be foreign to us (in the fullest sense of the word), there is a degree of information that we may lack when approaching the literature of these different cultures. In order to gain a better understanding of a culture, we may need to look further into its art, music, religions, political history, history of conflicts (religious, racial, political, etc.), geography, form of rule, topography, and even its natural resources.

However, it would be incredibly boring if I just told you about the cultures we’ll be encountering. So instead, you will be taking on the task of researching various aspects of the cultures of the Americas, Southwest and South Central Asia, Africa, and East Asia.
Project Guidelines

In groups of 4-5, you will select a topic related to a culture or country that we will examine through literature. At the beginning of each unit of literature, I will provide some sample topics for research; for example, when we cover Persia and read a chapter from Marjane Satrapi’s autobiographical graphic novel Persepolis (which is in my classroom library), an appropriate topic might be the Islamic Revolution in Iran.
As a group, you will be responsible for doing the research on your given topic and eventually presenting it to the class. All presentations must include a visual element of some kind. (If you prefer to use Powerpoint to base the presentation around, please notify me so that I can make arrangements to use a lab with a projector. Be warned, however, against reading all of your research directly from the presentation.) In addition, the responsibilities in presenting must be equally distributed among the group members; it would be recommended to find sections of material under the topic and have each member be responsible for presenting that material. Presentations should ideally be about 8-10 minutes long.
Each project will be worth 50 points for each member and will be graded on proper language use, accuracy of sources, effective use of visuals, neatness and organization, and documentation.
A research project will be due every quarter, and the deadlines will vary since they will be coordinated with the literature we are studying. Sign-up for the first unit on the Americas will begin in mid-September. More information about documentation methods will be provided as well as the projects approach.
